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MEMBER FOR DARLING RANGE 
Procedure and Privileges Committee — Second Report — Personal Explanation 

MR B. URBAN (Darling Range) [3.42 pm]: Mr Speaker, I seek leave under standing order 148 to make 
a personal explanation. 
The SPEAKER: Leave granted. 
Mr B. URBAN: Almost one year ago today, I stood in this place to deliver my maiden speech as a newly elected 
member for Darling Range. It was a time of great joy and pride for me and my family, and I will talk about some 
of the themes from that speech shortly. But first I must reflect on the fact that 12 months on from that momentous 
day I am waiting—I have now received it, but when I wrote this, I had not—for the Procedure and Privileges 
Committee of the house to make its recommendation on my future as a member of Parliament. 
I have cooperated with the committee and given evidence on this matter before. This is a situation that I regret and 
this will haunt me for the rest of my life. I am not a perfect person. I have made mistakes and I am sorry for that. 
This day was not one that I imagined would come when the voters of Darling Range put their faith in me. I had 
a clear vision of what needed to be done for the electorate that for too long had been taken for granted. My focus, 
which I acknowledged in my maiden speech, was to put the infrastructure needs of the Darling Range communities 
on the state and federal governments’ agendas. Already, great strides have been made and I have played a part in 
that, which I hope is acknowledged by members of this house. These infrastructure needs include the Metronet 
extension from Armadale to Byford, for which I have been involved in looking at alternative ways of getting the 
train into the centre of Byford; the allocation of land for a regional sports facility in Mundijong; the rezoning of 
the land in West Mundijong from rural to industrial; and ensuring the Tonkin Highway extension from 
Thomas Road in Byford to the South Western Highway is a priority of Infrastructure Australia’s planning. 
When I first spoke in this place, I also highlighted the need to do more to look after and support the mental 
wellbeing of the fantastic serving men and women of the Western Australia Police Force. Mental health is a fragile 
thing. I know that firsthand. It is a reality that I confronted before I entered this place and one I now deal with 
every waking hour. Like many people who have served in the police and armed forces, I suffer from anxiety and 
depression related to post-traumatic stress disorder. There is a view that members of Parliament are fair game, but 
we are people first before we are politicians. I am paying a hefty price for my mistakes, and I have to deal with 
intense media scrutiny and online harassment; social media posts have been used to intimidate, humiliate and hurt 
me. I ask you to decide if my actions deserved that degree of punishment.  
This has taken a tremendous toll on not only me but also my wife, Jen, and our three children. I thank them for all 
the love and support they continue to give me. It is time to try put to this nightmare behind us. The situation has 
taken me to some very dark places, and for the sake of my recovery and mental health, I need to look towards the 
light of what the future brings. For more than 30 years, I have served my country and community in the Army and 
the police, as a youth justice officer, in local government and as a member of Parliament. Back in May last year, 
I said to this house — 

I will do my best to ensure that the people of Darling Range—my constituents, my community—are 
strongly represented in this place. 

It is clear that I am unable to do that. I am grateful for the support that I continue to receive as the member for 
Darling Range. Many have had their confidence in me shaken; I am truly sorry for that. I was also elected as 
a proud member of the Australian Labor Party. I now sit as an Independent, but I do not want my presence here to 
be a distraction for Parliament and continued subject of political pointscoring. I also do not want the Premier and 
members of his government to have their attention in any way diverted from the critical task at hand—and that is 
to get our great state back on track. 
For those reasons I have gone through, I must today resign as the member for Darling Range. Unfortunately, my 
resignation has cut short my agenda to reform criminal legislation and make it illegal to bully and harass people 
online using fake profiles. I will continue my fight to end online bullying, not as a member of Parliament, but as 
a father and a community member. I implore my ex-parliamentary colleagues to do more to protect vulnerable 
people online. I wish you all well in your continued efforts. Thank you, Mr Speaker. 
[The member for Darling Range left the chamber.] 
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